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ince to foment an outbreak. From a mass of letters
which the Minister is receiving from all quarters, it
seems that the Emperor Alexander is acquiring a
moral force which is very dangerous in the existing
circumstances. His most pretentious promises are
justified by his gentleness, which extends to the
Poles. Austria's attitude will be able to stem this
torrent until our armies can act. She is convinced
that in concert with France she can put an end to this
revolutionary invasion, and she wishes to make use
of her central position to pacify Europe. Although
she does not count much on the success of her first
steps towards England, she will thus be able to
make Russia uneasy and force her to peace. But
she judges a congress indispensable for this happy
result, and she intends by means of the continental
peace to induce England to make one. The Minister
said that France once at peace would put an end
to the temporary importance of the Russians, and
that she would regain all the ascendancy which her
strength, her wealth, and her moderation ought to
guarantee to her forever; finally, that peace alone
will be for France and for Austria, her ally, a much
more solid conquest than any successful campaign
could win."

Count Otto always thought that Marie Louise's
marriage would establish a useful friendship between
the two Empires, but he did not hide the perils of
the situation, and especially the excitement of all
Germany. In his despatch of February 19, 1813, he